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How to Approach the Modules- Save My 
HSC Show - Episode 3 

Access the full episode here: http://savemyhsc.com.au/save-my-hsc-

show-approaching-modules-episode-3  

Transcript 

G’day, guys. It’s Paul here. So, what we’re going to be talking about today is how 

to approach the modules.  

Firstly, what are they? The easiest way to look at them would be as themes. So 

what I’m going to ask you to do is to go to the Board of Studies website. Just go 

to Google and just type in ‘HSC English Prescriptions’ and then click on the first 

result. You will find something that is called ‘Prescribed Area of Study, Electives 

and Texts for the HSC 2015 to 2020’. That is if you’re listening to this before, 

2018 or 2020. So go ahead and click on that.  

You’ll be accosted with this scary-looking document that just has a whole bunch 

of text that’s depressing. Now, you will often hear your teachers say that you 

should look at the rubrics, outcomes or the prescriptions for your essays. 

Essentially, that is this document here.  

For each individual unit, each module that you’ll be studying, The Board of 

Studies has a particular idea that they are trying to cover. So, with the area of 

study Discovery, which you probably should have a fairly clear understanding of 

if you listened to Episode 1, 4 or 5 of the Save My HSC Show, however, for the 

other modules, you will notice that they have more specific ideas.  

As an example, we shall go to the English Standard Course. On page 11, you will 

see that it says, “This module requires students to explore the uses of a 

particular aspect of language. It develops a student’s awareness of language and 

helps them understand how perceptions of and relationships with others in the 

world are shaped in written, spoken and visual language.”  
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This one is specifically looking at (let’s cut away the fluff and just make it as 

simple as possible) how sentences are constructed and what things mean when 

you read them. So whenever you’re writing your essays for this particular 

module, that’s how you would break it down. 

To further iterate that point, it’s broken up into two different electives. So you’ve 

got Distinctive Voices and Distinctively Visual. So for Distinctively Visual on 

page 12, it says, “In their responding and composing, students explore the ways 

the images we see and/or visualize in texts are created. Students consider how 

the forms, features and language of different texts create these images, affect 

interpretation and shape meaning.” 

Let’s break up the sentence to see exactly what it means:  

“Students consider how the forms, features and language of different texts create 

these images.”  

So ‘forms, features and language’, that’s just how you write sentences. What 

language techniques do you use? Do you use metaphors or similes? If it is a 

visual text, what camera angles do they use? Why do they use them? Within the 

scope of that, you also want to explain how it makes meaning because it is saying 

you will have a look at how these images “affect interpretation and shape 

meaning”. So, how different people see these images is an important factor.  

So hopefully that does make sense. The basic idea is within each of these 

different modules, you’ll get a question that directly relates to this chunk of text 

here. So as a rule of thumb, you want to try and use the language that they use in 

this section.  

For example, let’s go to Standard Module C. Module C is Texts and Society. “This 

module requires students to explore and analyse texts used in a specific 

situation. It assists students in “understanding the ways that texts communicate 

information, ideas, bodies of knowledge, attitudes and belief system in 

particular ways in specific areas of society.”  
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And now, we’re going to go into Exploring Transitions, which is page 15. This 

one asks students to “Analse a variety of texts that portray the ways in which 

individuals experience transitions into new phases of life and social contexts.” 

And then, here are some key words. “These transitions may be challenging, 

confronting, exciting and transformative and may result in growth, change and a 

range of consequences for the individuals and others.” 

So what I might do if I was wanting to research for this section is I would 

literally grab all of these keywords that I found in here, I would suck them out 

and I would put headings. Underneath these headings, I would put my quotes 

and what I thought about the quotes and how that related back to the headings. 

If you put that all onto a sheet of paper, you’re constructing your argument. 

Make sure you remember your page numbers as well because you will be 

expected to remember that.  

It’s very simple if you can just grab those keywords because this is where you do 

need to understand what these things are, each of these different things. So the 

main thing is read these, understand them and make sure that you talk about 

this particular aspect to get a clear understanding of it. If you don’t understand 

these, you won’t be able to write an essay very well for these sections. And it can 

just be something as simple as noting down the different ways that it can 

manifest and then talk about the meaning that comes out of it.  

I can probably do this for every single module, but we’d be here all day. What I 

would say is a really good strategy is to go ahead with is go through all the 

modules and electives that you’re studying and make a table of all the keywords 

and just pop them onto a sheet. And then once you’ve got that sheet, have those 

as headings and underneath those, essentially grab all your quotes that you have 

and build your arguments. If you have that, you’re halfway through writing that 

essay in the actual test.  

So as a takeaway, I would say that would be the best thing to do for every single 

module that you might be doing.  


